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HIT THE GROUND RUNNING 
FROM THE GET–GO
Even in spring calving herds with no obvious signs of Metabolic Disease, 
a recent study showed between 30-40% of cows were suffering from 
Subclinical Milk Fever (SMF).

This is worth focusing on because 
SMF is a ‘gateway disease’, leading 
to a slower calving process, higher 
calf mortality, more RFMs, uterine 
infections and mastitis, as well as 
lower Dry Matter Intakes and milk 
production.

This occurs because the muscle 
that is involved in gut contractions, 
uterine contractions and teat 
sphincter tone stops working 
when blood calcium level declines 
before the muscles that keep a cow 
standing and walking are affected. 
Cows can suffer significant animal 
health issues without ever going 
down with clinical Milk Fever.

Because of these facts, we 
encourage farmers who have had 
any Milk Fever issues in previous 
seasons to start planning now. 
Blood testing and measuring 
Calcium levels in the close up cows 
and recently calved cows, allows us 
to fine tune cow management and 
advise on the best products to use.

Calcium boluses are one such 
product and new to the market. 
These are designed to prevent 
SMF in higher risk cows and herds 
at calving. Speak to one of our 
vets in the Farm Services Team 
about testing springers for macro-
minerals and the best options for 
your individual herd. 

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Milking Machine Testing

• Rotavirus Vaccinations

• Free Repro Ready Consults

• Animal Health Consults

• Teatsealing Heifers

• Feed Budgets

• Spring Sales Week –  
22nd June

• Spring 1st Aid Seminar –  
25th June

KEEP ON TOP 
OF THE DROP

need
 coffee

Stock up on your Spring 
essentials and receive  
10% off selected items.

PLUS you’ll receive 
a complimentary 
voucher for your 
favourite locally 
owned café.

It’s our way of 
saying thanks and 
paying it forward.
Sale week 22–26 June.
Buying sheets in-store. 
Phone orders welcome. 
Delivery available.



We’ve all heard it. 
By shopping local 
you’re reinvesting 
in our community, 
helping to ensure businesses get 
back on their feet quickly and 
efficiently.

Matamata Veterinary Services 
has proudly served our 

district since 1947, and  
is an active supporter 
of local business  
and community 
groups.

So please,  
support our 

community and...

thankyou!
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     May 2020 43Kg DM/day 77mm 13°C 2132Kg DM 151,000

     May 2019 39Kg DM/day 44mm 16°C 2198Kg DM 154,000

TAKE THE HURT OUT OF  
INFLAMMATION THIS CALVING 
Several thousand years ago, humans worked out that reducing the  
pain of inflammation was a really good way of recovering from injury 
and illness. 

Admittedly, they used some 
unusual active ingredients (chopped 
bat, wasp dung, electric eels, mice). 

Nonetheless, those ancient 
civilisations hit on a fundamental 
truth which is still 100% valid 
today: Inflammation and pain put 
the body on a go-slow, whether 
it’s from a sprained ankle, a torn 
hamstring, a broken arm, disease, 
surgery or the aftermath of  
difficult childbirth. 

As with humans, so with cows and 
calves, their natural inflammation 
response kicks in just like ours 
when they’re sick or injured.

Inflammatory pain puts even 
‘tough’ and stoic animals (like cows) 
off their game. They eat less, they 
don’t move as well, and they stop 
producing or growing as well as 
they should.  

No disrespect to ancient 
civilisations, but chopped bat or 
wasp dung in your calving kit 
probably won’t be much use in 
these situations. However, what 
will make a big difference is an 
injectable painkiller and non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory drug 
(NSAID) with a nil milk with-
holding period, like KetoMax 15%.

It’s all about speeding up the 
recovery process and for some

farmers stocking the calving kit 
with a NSAID pain killer is now the 
new normal, because they’ve seen 
for themselves how quickly animals 
can bounce back when pain, 
inflammation and fever is reduced. 

Whether it’s an assisted calving, 
a down cow or an animal that’s 
just off colour, proactive pain relief 
helps give your girls the best chance 
of a healthy, productive season. 

One farmer who uses KetoMax 15% 
in his cows for pain relief puts it 
best: “A cow in our herd gives $12 a 
day worth of milk. So it’s important 
to us that every cow is back grazing 
and in full production as quickly as 
possible. Waiting a week for her to 
feel better doesn’t make sense.”

Call the clinic today to find out how 
easy it is to take the hurt out of pain 
and inflammation for your cows 
and calves this spring. They’ll be 
better off, and so will you. 

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 GRANT FRASER

TINY CHANGES – 
BIG RETURNS
Small changes in 
Metrichecking can result  
in a 400% ROI.

Dirty cows detected and 
treated 2 to 4 weeks post 
calving:
• Conceived 8 days earlier
• Had a 9.6% better 6-week 

In-calf Rate
• Had a 3% better empty rate

By splitting your 
metrichecking and detecting 
cows earlier, you will find 
more dirty cows to treat which 
will mean you get better 
reproduction results overall. 

INFLAMMATION AND PAIN 
PUT THE BODY ON A GO-

SLOW, WHETHER IT’S FROM 
A SPRAINED ANKLE, A TORN 

HAMSTRING, A BROKEN 
ARM, DISEASE, SURGERY 
OR THE AFTERMATH OF 
DIFFICULT CHILDBIRTH.


